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CALL OF THE WILD- SEPTEMBER EDITION 

  
 

Community Hiking Club Schedule 

 

September 5, 2015 - Weldon to East Canyon/ Mission Peak 

Local and so popular ......with distance choices! 

This is a 6 mile or a 9 mile hike, depending upon the option you 

select - either one gets you ~ 1500’ gain!  However, most of that gain 

is in the first hour of the hike and we will take that part a little 

easier. 

This hike, although it is in SCV, will whisk you away to rolling 

green hills, views and quiet oak woodlands of the 480-acre Michael 

D. Antonovich Open Space. The area straddles the ridgeline of the 

Santa Susana Mountains and features mixed woodlands of big cone 

Douglas-fir, big leaf maple, coast live oak, California black walnut, 
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native ash, and valley oak.  Chances are high we will meet no one 

else for most of the way. 

Shorter Hike route - Approx. 6 miles with ~1500' gain: Weldon 

Canyon and down East Canyon 

Longer Hike route - Approx. 9 miles with ~1600' + gain: Weldon 

Canyon, Mission Peak Roundtrip and then down East Canyon 

We start by going steeply up Weldon Canyon, then along a beautiful 

tree lined service road to reach the top of East Canyon.  Here we 

will bid farewell to any hikers doing the shorter 6 mile hike, as they 

go directly down East Cyn, enjoying American walnut trees, views 

of the entire SCV and Rice Canyon below. 

The rest of us will continue up East Canyon to where it meets the 

top of O'Melveny Canyon.  We hike across the top, along grasslands 

and an oak lined lane, over to Mission Peak, which may be windy.  

We will have a lunch/ snack stop here and then return to the top of 

East Canyon and from there a nice downhill hike back to our 

vehicles via East Canyon. 

Meet your leader:  At the base of East Canyon at 7:30AM for a 

7:40AM SHARP departure. Park on the Old Road, see detailed 

directions below. 

(VERY Short) Carpool: We will leave most of the cars at the East 

Canyon location, and carpool in a few cars a very short distance to 

the Weldon Canyon Trail head (22945 Coltrane Avenue, Newhall), it 

is just up the Old Road. Everyone should meet at the East Canyon 

location, and only a few of the Mission Peak hikers should drive to 

Weldon. Those who opt for the shorter 6 mile hike should plan to 

leave their cars at East Canyon.  Note: At the end of the hike, a few 



of us will act as Carpoolers, taking the people who kindly drove you 

the short distance to Weldon Canyon, back to their cars. (THANK 

YOU in advance for your assistance). 

Directions to East Canyon meeting spot: Exit the I-5 freeway at 

Calgrove. Turn west. Follow Calgrove around a curve and through 

one signal. You will now be on The Old Road.  Pass Towsley Cyn; 

Pass the Post Office; Pass the Church of the Nazarene but 

immediately after passing the Church of the Nazarene, park along 

the side of the road, on the right. This is where we will meet. 

Bring:  Lots of water, snack/lunch, hiking poles if you have them 

and a camera if you have one.  Good shoes with tread are a must 

have and bring an extra layer to avoid a chill if you are going to 

Mission Peak (you will be cooling off and it can be windy up there). 

Rated:  Moderate/ Moderate+, depending on whether you choose 

the longer hike.  Most of the 1500' gain is in the first hour of the hike 

up Weldon Canyon. 

Adventure Pass:  Not required 

Dogs: Ok, if on a leash and well-behaved with other dogs / people. 

Leader:  Steve I. 

 

September 12, 2015 - Chantry Flat/ Sturtevant Falls, looping back to 

Adam's Mule Packing station. 

Hike Length:  8.4 Miles with 700 feet elevation gain. 

Rating: Easy++ to Moderate 

Description: 



The trail starts at Chantry Flat on a paved road, then becomes a 

single track trail past Roberts' camp and then to Sturdevant Falls. 

After a rest we will hike back to Roberts' camp and follow another 

hiking road back to Chantry Flat to complete a loop.  The hike is 

well shaded and usually has water flowing year round. There is lots 

of greenery and rustic charm. 

PARKING:  NOTE, this trailhead is very popular, parking can be 

difficult. By far the most difficult thing with this hike is figuring out 

where to park. The lot opens at 6AM and is usually full by 7AM. 

For this reason, we have to leave SCV early and we recommend 

carpooling.  On weekends, parking can be backed up a half mile 

down the road. If you are not able to park in the main lot for free or 

the paying lot above it, you will have to park along the approach 

road.  In that case, you will need an Adventure Pass on display, if 

you want to avoid a ticket. 

Directions to Trailhead: From the 210 Fwy in Arcadia heading East, 

take the Santa Anita Ave. exit. Turn left (North) on to Santa Anita 

Ave and drive 6 miles until the road deadends at Chantry Flat. 

Carpool: Meet at the Towsley Canyon front parking lot at 6:15AM.   

Carpool arrangements will be made at that time and we leave at 

6:30AM SHARP.  Please be respectful of your driver's support by 

contributing something at the end of your carpool to help defray the 

cost of gas. 

Meet your Leader at the Trailhead:  The group will meet at the 

lower trailhead, as you enter the parking lot (where the Restrooms 

are). WE plan to leave at 07:30AM. 



Adventure Pass: Required if you park outside the parking lot 

(which may end up being the case). You can buy an Annual pass at 

Sports Chalet. 

 

Bring:  A snack/lunch, water (3 liters is recommended), electrolytes 

if it is a hot day, sunscreen, hat, hiking poles if you have them, and 

your camera. Wear layered clothing and good boots with tread. 

Bring some money if you want to enjoy a cold beer, a hot dog, or 

homemade chili at Adams Pack Station (above, established 1936) at 

the end of the hike. If we are lucky they will have their famous 

pulled pork sandwich. 

Leader: Steve i. 

 

Saturday, September 19, 2015 - You Pick:  Mentryville and Pico 

Canyon, an EASY 4 miler; or 

Continue up to the Peak above Pico Canyon, for a MODERATE 8 

miler 

Rating/ Distance (Round Trip)/ Gain: Easy - 4 miles total, out and 

back / 200ft Gain 

Description: The first 2 miles of the hike starts in the town of 

Mentryville, followed by a gradual climb on a paved road (with no 

traffic), until we reach Oil Well #4 at the back of the canyon.  The 

well was owned by California Star Oil, later to become Standard Oil 

of California. 



Along the way, CHC Board Member and President, SCV Historical 

Society (Dr. Alan Pollack), will share his knowledge of Mentryville 

and the early oil industry in Santa Clarita Valley.  Alan will 

conclude the historical portion of the hike at the end of the 2 mile 

canyon.  Anyone who does not to wish to continue up to the Peak 

with Steve can return to the parking lot with Alan at this point to 

clock a nice Easy 4 miles! 

Rating/ Distance (Round Trip)/ Gain: Moderate - 8 miles total, out 

and back / 1200ft Gain 

Description: After Well #4 at the back of the canyon, Steve will start 

to climb the service road for another 2 miles and add another 1000 

ft. getting to the peak.   At the top there is a table where we can have 

lunch/snack, and relax for a bit. The views are some of the best in 

Santa Clarita Valley from this point!   On our return, we will take a 

slight detour down a different, more challenging, but shorter trail 

back.  We pass some very interesting rock formations to arrive back 

in Pico canyon in Johnson Park/ We pass a mock- up of an oil well, 

an old bar, and a dancing / recreation area used by the oil workers 

in the 1930's. From there, we walk back down the canyon returning 

to our vehicles. 

Meet:  Be at the parking area in Mentryville at 7:15 AM, for a 7:30 

SHARP departure up the trail.  The hike will start as more of a 

walk. 

Bring:  Lots of water, snacks, and a camera, a hat and sunscreen.  If 

going all the way to the top you need boots with plenty of thread - 

the return hike is down a narrow steep trail. Poles are helpful for 

the longer hike, if you have them.  BRING CHANGE FOR SELF-

SERVE PARKING! 



Directions/ Parking:  From Los Angeles or Santa Clarita, take 

Lyons Avenue WEST over the 5 Highway and keep going, it will 

become Pico Canyon. Continue on Pico until it ends in the town of 

Mentryville. Go over the bridge and park close to the big pepper 

tree by the rest room, where Steve will meet you. You must pay a $5 

MRCA parking fee to park here. However, if you wish to avoid this 

fee, you can park outside Mentryville for free (back at a "Y" / 

turnout you pass about 3/4 mile up the road).  Then you walk in (for 

extra hiking credit!).  If doing this, allow an additional 20 - 30 

minutes for the walk in. 

Historian:  Alan Pollack // Hike Leader:  Steve i. 

 

September 26 - Historical Hike along the Sam Merrill trail to Echo 

Mountain / Mt Lowe Railway (Altadena Area) 

Distance: 5.9 miles approx. total, out and back.  Gain: 1000' 

Rated: Moderate 

Description:  One of the greatest historical hikes in the Angeles 

National Forest. 

The hike route used to be the right of way for the Lowe Mountain 

Railway. We will go up the trail to the ruins of an old hotel that 

burned down in 1936 on the top of Mt Lowe. 

Alan Pollack from the Santa Clarita Historical Society will explain 

the history of the area, especially the ruins of the hotel and the 

remains of the railroad that served it (it was the greatest incline 

railroad in the world at one time).  We will check out an old 

megaphone that points up to Inspiration point. Yell into it and hear 



your echo being repeated over and over again. That is why it is 

called Echo Mountain.  There are also remnants of a reservoir, 

tennis courts and an observatory nearby to check out. 

Transport: (Parking can be a problem at the trail head on 

weekends) 

Option 1: Meet at Towsley Canyon parking area in front of the 

green gate at 7:00AM to arrange carpools.  We will leave at 7:15AM 

SHARP for Altadena. 

Option 2: Meet at the Altadena Trailhead - Cobb Estate Gate at 

8:00AM.  Directions to trailhead below. 

The group will leave the trailhead at 8.15AM SHARP! 

(Please be respectful of your driver's support by contributing 

something at the end of your carpool to help defray the cost of gas - 

THX). 

Directions to the Trail head:  Address - 3302 Lake Avenue, 

Altadena, CA 91001 

Coordinates: 34.203811, -118.130507 (34° 12′ 13.71″N 118° 07′ 

49.82″W) 

Take 210 East from Santa Clarita.  From the 210, take the Lake 

Avenue exit North over the highway - from Pasadena into Altadena. 

Continue on Lake Ave. north as it climbs the hill. Parking is at the 

end of the street, near the sharp left hand turn (E. Loma Alta Dr.), 

outside the large gates of the Cobb Estate. 

 

Permits: No permits are required, street parking only. 



Bring:   Water (3 liters is recommended), electrolytes if it is a hot 

day, sunscreen, hat, lunch/ snacks, hiking poles (which are very 

helpful on the climb up), and your camera. Wear layered clothing in 

case it gets hot or cold. Wear good boots with lots of tread on this 

trail. 

Historian: Alan Pollack // Hike Leader: Ola 

 

 

Last Month’s Hikes and Events 

 

Bristlecone Pine Forest 

 



 

Five Deer Trail Hike 

 

 

Grandview Mine Hike 

 



 

Hondo Canyon Hike 

 

 

Mugu Peak Hike 

 

 

 

 



 

Best Photo of the Month 

 

This is a photo from Bhutan, one of my favorite spots in the world.  

When I trekked there, I had breakfast in this spot, and watched the sun come up. 

 

MONTHLY CONTEST  
 

WIN A PRIZE!!! 

  

This contest is open to all hiking club participants.  

Each month, the first person to email the editor with the correct answer(s) 

will get the prize.  Remember, be the FIRST to email back.  
  

QUESTION 

 
Below is a photo of an animal.  

Do you know what the name of this animal is?? 

 

(Hint: You might see one in a zoo, but they are not native to the U.S.) 

Last Month’s Winner: Heidi Webber 



 
 

 

 PRIZE:  A Beach or Japanese themed tissue holder  
 

PLEASE CONTACT DIANNE AT zuliebear@aol.com  

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE A GIFT FOR  

NEXT MONTH'S QUESTION! 

 

HIKING TIP 

 

If you have asthma, diabetes, a heart condition, knee or back 

problems, or any other health or medical issue, limit both your 

exertion and your exposure to the heat. The altitude, strenuous 

climbing, dehydration, and intense inner canyon heat will combine 

to make any medical problem worse. Stay within your training, 

physical limitations, and abilities. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!!! 

 

Jason Gondek-September 3 

Ed Masterson-September 3 

Frank Ferry-September 4 

Francis Ramirez-September 5 

Stephen Tako-September 11 

Bridgette Cameron Ridenour-September 14 

Sharon Inamoto-September 16 

Susan Smith-September 16 

Debbie Walt-September 19 

Phuong Wolkiewicz-September 19 

Jim Mathews-September 21 

Jane Brookes-Smith-September 21 

Rosemarie Fraser-September 22 

Nancy Lulejian Starczyk-September 22 

Denise Klein Ballard-September 23 

Bonnie Felt-September 24 

Barry Flightner-September 25 

Alyse Korn-September 27 



Salim Abeid Bawazir-September 27 

Aleda Baker-September 29 

David Whatley-September 29 

Judie Greenbaum-Udoff-September 30 
 
 

 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

  

   
 

CHC NOW HAS THEIR VERY OWN TRAIL TEAM 

To join the trail team, email Dianne. We have lots of projects in our valley and beyond! 

Learn how to properly maintain a trail! Time to give back! Work only when you want to! 

It’s GREAT exercise! We are going to be restoring some trails in the Angeles National 

Forest, and doing some plant/habitat restoration as well!!! Fun times! 

We are now meeting at 6:30 AM due to the heat, and leaving earlier. 

CHC Trail days for  

 Dates: September 6, 20, 27 

Time: 6:30 AM-1:00 

  

Please join us. Please RSVP and ask for directions and what 

to bring. THANK YOU FOR HELPING US OUT. 
 

CHC MONTHLY BOARD MEETING 

Where: Boys and Girl's Club, Newhall 

Date: TUESDAY, September 8, 2015 

Time: 7:00 PM 
  

Do you have an idea? You're welcome to bring us your ideas! 

  

 



  

YUMMMMM OF THE MONTH 
 

 
 

Cherry Fudge Goodies 

 

1 ea Box fudge brownie mix 

1 1/2 c Shredded Coconut 

1 1/2 c Chopped,Candied cherries 

2 T Cherry flavoring oil 

1 c Chopped walnuts 

-powdered Sugar 

-shortening 

Follow brownie mix directions/recipe on box. Add coconut, 3/4 C 

walnuts, flavoring oil and cherries. Blend well. 

Pour batter into greased Dutch Oven or covered baking pan. Add 

coals 

5 on top 7 under (350) Bake. Its done when a knife comes out clean. 

Top with remaining walnuts and sprinkle with the powdered sugar. 

Let 

cool. Cut into squares. 
 

 

 



GO GREEN 

 

  

 

  

Here's a beautiful home and shed made from local materials: rock and wood. 

You can do this yourself, using materials from your own property. Purchase 

windows, roofing material, sealant and cement. Gather wood for heat and 

cooking, and you’re off the grid. 

REDUCE, REUSE and RECYCLE!!! 

 

 
 

Supporters and Partners 

 

Dr. Clare Macaulay, DDS 

http://www.drclaredentist.com/ 
 

SketchPad 

(Contact Larry Holt at larry@sketch.com) 

  

http://www.drclaredentist.com/
mailto:larry@sketch.com


 

chris@avflorist.com  

http://www.avflorist.com/                661-948-6006 

 

Joan Oxman 

Southern Oaks Realty 

 

  

 

Adventure 16 

www.adventure16.com 

 

mailto:chris@avflorist.com
http://www.avflorist.com/
http://www.adventure16.com/


  

ALG Aviation 

7240 Hayvenhurst Pl. 145 

Van Nuys, CA 91406 

(818) 570-0810Contact: Zohrab Grigorian,  

Director of Operations/Pilot 

www.algaviation 

 

  

 

 

Spreebird Deals  
Join Spreebird Deals and designate CHC as your 501c3 Beneficiary,  

and we will get a small reward for each coupon you purchase! 

www.spreebird deals.com 

  

 

  

 

Mosaic Services, Inc (Financial Solutions) 

Janet Peterson, CPA 

866-685-7585 

661-644-3770 

jpeterson@mosaicSVC.com 

www.MosaicSVC.com 
 

 

http://www.algaviation/
mailto:jpeterson@mosaicSVC.com
http://www.mosaicsvc.com/


 
Ahead Builders 

26784 Claudette St 362 
Santa Clarita, CA 91351 

(818)700-9109 
Lic No 814847 

cmscontin@yahoo.com 
Aheadbuilders.com 

Ahead Builders - Residential Remodeling Contractor, Kitchen Upgrades, Bathroom 
Upgrades 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ahead Builders - Residential 
Remodeling Contractor, Kitc... 

Ahead Builders is a residential remodeling 

contractor speciliziing in kitchen upgrades and 

bathroom upgrades. 
 

View on www.aheadbuilders.com  Preview by Yahoo  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  Roberto Torres Azpeitia, GD 

ART CreActive 

Marketing Solutions 

Design & Printing 

818.522.6673 

mailto:cmscontin@yahoo.com
http://www.aheadbuilders.com/
http://www.aheadbuilders.com/
http://www.aheadbuilders.com/
http://www.aheadbuilders.com/
http://www.aheadbuilders.com/
http://www.aheadbuilders.com/


www.dbgprinting.com 

www.facebook.com/artcms 

 

Santa Clarita CA 91387 

 

 

Vibe Performing Arts Studios 

24460 Lyons Avenue 

Santa Clarita, CA 91321 

 
Boys and Girl’s Club 

24909 Newhall Avenue 

Santa Clarita, CA 91321 

661-254-2582 

  

 
 

https://www.etsy.com/shop/NoHoJO 

http://www.facebook.com/artcms


 

Alternative Health Care Concepts, Inc. 

10645 Riverside Drive 

Toluca Lake, Ca. 91602 

 

818-505-9511 

 

Contact: Christina Marino 
  

 
 

Eve Bushman, evewine101.com and eve@evewine101.com 

 

JusMyStyleRadio 

JusMyStyleRadio.com 

Email: Info@JusMyStyleRadio.com 

Contact: Tracie Kimbrough 

mailto:eve@evewine101.com
mailto:Info@JusMyStyleRadio.com


 

Robin Becerra 

Dilbeck Real Estate Real Living 

661-755-3171 (Cell) 

email: robin.becerra@dilbeck.com 

redrobinb1@yahoo.com 

BRE #01271786 

 

Nancy Starczyk 

Realty Executives 

661-803-0103 

Nancy@elitEstates.com 

26650 The Old Road, Santa Clarita, Ca 91381 

 

 

SCCA 

Sand Canyon Community Association 

25800 Sand Canyon Road 

Santa Clarita CA 91387 

 

  

mailto:robin.becerra@dilbeck.com
mailto:redrobinb1@yahoo.com
mailto:Nancy@elitEstates.com


 

Santa Clarita Valley Historical Society 

Alan Pollack, President 

ampollack@yahoo.com 

  

SCVTAC 

  

 

SCVTAC (Santa Clarita Valley Trails Advisory Committee) 

25800 Sand Canyon Road 

  

  

 

Gibbon Conservation Center  

 http://www.gibboncenter.org/ 

mailto:ampollack@yahoo.com
http://www.gibboncenter.org/


 

Bradley J. Kirst, DDS. Inc./Family Dentistry 

661-288-2088 

 

Line Jumper Talent 

linejumpertalent.com 

 

Lean Berets 

ron@theleanberets.com 
 

www.theleanberets.com  
 

661.993.7874 

 



 
Coach RJ Foot Fitness 

http://www.rjfootfitness.com  
 

In Foot Fitness, 

Ron Jones, MS 

Kinesiologist 

Corporate Wellcoach 

RJFootFitness.com 

661.993.7874 

 

 

Law Offices of Ross A. Stucker 

23942 Lyons Avenue, Suite 204 

Santa Clarita, CA. 91321 

661-255-0707 

  
Nissan of Valencia 

24111 Creekside Road, Valencia 

 

http://www.rjfootfitness.com/


 

 

 

Culinary Wonders Cooking School 

23460 Cinema Drive, suite B, Valencia, CA 91355 

info@culinarywonders.net or by phone at (661)-254-1234 

Email: info@culinarywonders.net 

Chef Herve Guillard 

  

  

Copper Hill Animal Clinic 

27935 Seco Canyon Road 

Santa Clarita, Ca. 91350 

661-296-8848 

www.copperhillanimalclinic.com 

Contact: Vanessa Vandersande, DVM 

mailto:info@culinarywonders.net
mailto:info@culinarywonders.net
http://www.copperhillanimalclinic.com/


  

Angel Flight 

888-40an-angel 

Info@angelflightwest.org 

www.angelflightwest.org 

contact in Valencia: Joyce Shulman 661-263-2680 

 

 

Real Estate Agent · Real Estate Service · Real Estate Investment 
  

10205 Riverside Dr., Toluca Lake, California 91602(818) 763-5162 

  

Realty World Legends/Bill Bailey 

661-703-2773 

mailto:Info@angelflightwest.org
http://www.angelflightwest.org/
https://www.facebook.com/search/196739023685716/places
https://www.facebook.com/search/192625037432720/places
https://www.facebook.com/search/150944301629503/places
https://www.facebook.com/RamseyShilling/page_map


 

Insurance SCV 

Phone: 661-803-3803 

FAX: 661-250-6144 

Email: carol@insurancescv.com 

22777 Lyons Ave, 102 

Santa Clarita, CA 91321  

 

 

 

mailto:carol@insurancescv.com

